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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed publication in this 
or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the apphcant for a patent. 

Claims 1-6, 14, 16, 18-24 and 26-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being 
anticipated by Tang et al., US Pat. No. 5,793,365. 

2. Regarding claim 1, Tang teaches a system for providing at least one forum, virtual room 
or chat room facilitating communication between a plurality of clients in a computer network 
environment; said system comprising (col. 3, line 32 - col. 4, line 28): 

a conference server communicable and connectable with the computer network hosting at 
least one forum, and managing graphical representations of a first one of the plurality of clients 
in the at least one forum (col.4, line 61 - col.5, line 1 1); and 

a multi-point control unit server communicable and connectable with the computer 
network transmitting voice communication in real-time from a second one of the plurality of 
clients to at least one of the first one of the plurality of clients and a third one of the plurality of 
clients in the at least one forum (col. 12, line 40 - col. 13, line 12 and col. 14, lines 15-58). 
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3. Regarding claims 2-4, 6 and 21, Tang teaches a server which negotiates a cormection, 
enables real-time data transmission and routing the client to a selected forum (col. 9, lines 22-55 
and col. 14, lines 15-58). 



4. Regarding claim 5, Tang teaches a system having both synchronous and asynchronous 
communications (col. 14, lines 15-58). 

5. Regarding claim 14, Tang teaches a whisper functionality for providing private 
communication (col. 10, lines 9-35 and col. 14, lines 15-58). 

6. Regarding claim 16, Tang teaches both internet and intranet (co. 11, lines 37-57). 

7. Regarding claim 18, Tang teaches the use of avatars (col. 4, line 61 - col. 7, line 61). 

8. Regarding claim 19, Tang teaches asynchronous communication including one of email, 
message boards for voice or text messages, or whiteboards (col. 14, lines 15-58), and the 
synchronous communication including one o£real-time aural chat or real-time text chat sessions 
(col. 14, lines 15-58). 



9. Regarding claim 20, Tang teaches message boards are user-specific, group-specific, and 
topic specific (col. 9, line 22 - col. 1 1, line 3). 
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10. Regarding claims 22-24, Tang teaches clients having interfaces having graphical 
representations identifying clients (col. 4, line 61 - col. 5, line 42). 



11. Regarding claims 26 and 27, Tang teaches avatar selection menus to customize avatars 
(col. 4, line 61 - col. 7, line 61). 

12. Regarding claims 28-31, Tang teaches on-line client window including a join forum 
functionality, speech request functionality, and forum selector (col. 4, line 61 - col. 7, line 61 
and col. 9, lines 6-36). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

13. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 7-9, 15, 17, 25, 32-45 and 46-49 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Tang, as apphed above, in view of Needham, US Pat. No. 5,784,568. 



14. Regarding claims 7-9, 32-33 and 46-49, Tang teaches the invention substantially as 
claimed. Tang teaches a system and method for providing communication between a plurality of 
clients in a computer network, said system and method comprising (Tang, col. 3, line 32 - col. 4, 
line 28): 
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a server communicable and connectable with the computer network and managing 
avatars of the pluraUty of cUents, determining whether all users in an available virtual room have 
selected respective graphical representations to be displayed in the virtual room (Tang, col. 4, 
hne 61 - col. 5, hne 11); 

said server duplicating and streaming, in real time, data corresponding to aural, text and 
file communications to the plurality of clients (Tang, col. 14, lines 15-58), 

However, Tang does not explicitly teach details of the system and method including 
queuing methods for transmitting the data; said server determining a speech request, and 
duplicating and streaming, real time, aural communications to the plurality of clients based, at 
least in part, on the speaking order determined by said speech request queue. 

The artisan therefore would have been lead to prior art teachings having detailed methods 
in managing real-time multi-party data transmission system. In the same field of endeavor, 
Needham teaches a real-time multi-party audio chat system having data request queuing methods 
to determine order of data transmission (Needham, col. 3, lines 13-64). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have incorporated the queuing methods as taught by Needham into the 
conferencing system of Tang for the purpose of efficiently managing and implementing data 
transfers in a real-time multi-user data conference system. 



15. Regarding claim 15, Tang-Needham teach the invention substantially as claimed. 
However, Tang-Needham does not explicitly teach one multiple conference server includes a 
plurality of multiple conference, and said system further comprises a master server controlling 
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access. Tang-Needham does teach client/server network implementation of the system although 
details of the configuration is not disclosed. In order to configure the network topology of the 
system, the artisan would be led to the analogous art of computer networking, where he would 
find the details associated with network topology, including the tree network topology having 
multiple dependent servers. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have incorporated the tree network topology into the system of Tang- 
Needham in order to implement a reliable and efficient network configuration into the system. 

16. Regarding claim 17, Tang-Needham teach the invention substantially as claimed. 
However, Tang-Needham does not specifically disclose the use of a voxilla server. 

The use of a voxilla server to initiate communication using Open Source H.323 protocol 
was widely accepted and used as disclosed by the Applicant on page 33 of the specification. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have incorporated the use of voxilla servers into the conferencing system 
of Tang in order to use a widely accepted protocol for communication. 

17. Regarding claim 25, Tang-Needham teach the invention substantially as claimed. 
However, Tang-Needham does not disclose volume control. Tang-Needham discloses aural 
conferencing using computers. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art 
at the time of the invention was made to have incorporated volume controls, standard in most 
computer systems, into the system of Tang-Needham for the purpose of enhancing the system. 
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18. Regarding claim 34, Tang-Needham teach muting while duplicating (Needham, col. 3, 
lines 13-64). 



19. Regarding claim 35, Tang-Needham teach displaying graphical representations (Tang, 
coL 4, line 61 - col. 5, line 42). 

20. Regarding claims 36-39 and 43-45, Tang-Needham teach identifying new users and 
provides available virtual rooms, it's occupants and users in the lobby, providing the user access 
to those rooms, updating the display to show their status when the user joins or leaves (Tang, col. 
4, line 61 - col. 7, line 61 and col. 9, line 6 - col. 1 1, line 3). 

21 . Regarding claims 40 and 41, Tang-Needham teaches asynchronous communication 
including one of email, message boards for voice or text messages, or whiteboards (Tang, col. 
14, lines 15-58), and the synchronous communication including one of real-time aural chat or 
real-time text chat sessions (Tang, col. 14, lines 15-58). 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Paul H Kang whose telephone number is (703) 308-6123. After 
October 26, 2004, all calls should be placed to (571) 272-3882. The examiner can normally be 
reached on 9 hour flex. First Friday. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Rupal Dharia can be reached on (703) 305-4003. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this appUcation or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




